
Spring Update   

Dear Parishioners, 

Firstly, a belated Happy New Year and I hope that you all had a wonderful festive season. 

I write to update you on various matters as we go into the New Year and to give you an idea of what 
visions we might have for this year. 

As we start the year we are trying to complete two tasks that have been ongoing. 

The Notice Boards are moving along at a pace now and we are about to instruct a company to 
produce it after one final proof check.  There have been so many opinions in the melting pot for 
these notice boards that we have had to work carefully to get it right. We are almost there and once 
the Parish Paths Partnership body gives us the thumbs up we’ll get the job finished. They will be a 
nice addition to the village furniture and hopefully visitors and residents will like them. 

The defibrillator is about to be fitted to the pub wall. As Ivan was redecorating the pub we had to 
hold back until this was complete. Once this is done very shortly and it is registered with the 
ambulance service then the training element will begin.  There will be a training session in the pub 
and various written material going out to people. Even without this the machine will guide you 
verbally through the process too.  There will be lots happening and Ivan and his team will be there to 
answer your questions. 

The other matter which needs addressing early in the year is that we need another councillor. Julia 
Duncan has joined us but sadly Cynthia Coombe has left us.  We’ll be sending some flyers out to 
various parts of the village to try and resolve this. 

Oak Tree Way has started to be built.  Julia Duncan will be the liaison between us and the builder 
and has already created links.  We have been keeping drainage high on the agenda and have been 
assured it will be better than before and adequate for the new housing.  In relation to housing 
allocations we have also been working with County Councillor Gerald Morris to make sure a local 
couple with a disabled child get allocated a property, this has been a success.  There are further 
needs and a team of myself, Linda Laing and Julia Duncan intend to visit the respective housing 
officers to ensure they are helping our villagers stay local. It’s an uphill battle and the odds are 
against us but with good engagement we’ll hopefully keep the village and its residents top of the 
agenda. 

 

What are our main aims for this year?   

A local resident came to our meeting in Autumn and raised the speed of vehicles travelling through 
the village, again. There is a problem here and we need to do something.  Late last year I exchanged 
emails with Mrs McGovern at the school and she is keen to be involved. We have also reached out to 
a local police officer who has experience in this field.  We have some funds and we are currently 
pricing out some equipment we could put at the entrance to the village.  We will be talking to our 
local county councillors too for support where we can get it. So we are trying to scope out an action 
plan for the next 12 months to combat this issue. We must slow drivers down in our village. 



We also had a local police representative come to our meeting.  It seems that local crime, in the 
form of shed burglary, is on the increase again. What can we do as a village to help ourselves? I want 
to discuss this, perhaps giving local resident some support in helping themselves. 

In relation to planning, there is a local plan review coming up in February and we will be presenting 
our views during that. 

I will update you further in Spring on progress but in the mean time I hope that you keep well and 
warm, 

Best Wishes, 

Michael 

Therfield Parish Council  

 

 

 

    

 


