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SG8 5BG         18th July 2019 
 
For the attn. of: John King – Chairman of the Conservators 
 
Dear John, 
 
Re: Management of Hay, Chapel and Washingditch Greens, Therfield  
 
I write to you as current Chairman of Therfield Parish Council – a role, as you know, I have very 
recently acquired! 
Since taking over as Chairman I have been made aware of the many complaints we have 
received from residents around Hay Green, but also from residents in other parts of the village 
as to the state of Hay Green particularly. There have also been complaints, however, from 
residents down at Chapel Green also. 
 
I myself, originate from a small village in Lincolnshire where the village regularly enters the 
National Best Kept Village competition …with nice neat greens cut quite short for children to 
play on and people to walk on and enjoy. 
So, it has come as quite a surprise to me that the largest green in Therfield has been left to be 
knee to thigh-high grass (until it was cut yesterday!!) which, quite frankly has looked awful for 
some time. Once it grows again, I am presuming it is going to get to the same state? 
I am aware that this green at some stage in the last 20 years has been designated as a possible 
Local wildlife site by the Wildlife Trust. However, until the last year, from most peoples’ memory, 
this green has been cut short so residents can enjoy it during spring and summer months. 
 
I am also aware that Hay Green was purchased for Therfield Regulation Trust by previous 
members of the Conservators in 2005 (Title Number HD417609 Land Registry)  
Related to this, I have been doing research on the Parish Councils access to potential funding 
for the potential purchase of Hay Green. In conjunction to the Council applying for Hay Green to 
become an Asset of Community Value, there are a number of options for funding which may be 
available to us …and so my question to the Conservators is, “would you consider the sale of 
Hay Green to Therfield Parish Council?” 
 
This would have two distinct benefits (should the PC case for funding be successful) 



1) The Parish Council then gets sole rights of Hay Green management so that it can 
maintain it as the vast majority of residents require. 

2) Therfield Regulation Trust will then be able to obtain funds from the sale which would 
currently appear to be badly needed? …as well as eliminating grass cutting costs 
currently incurred. 

 
 
In the interim, it is Therfield PC view that it is our duty to the vast majority of our residents to 
take a bigger role in the maintenance of all of Therfields greens – particularly Hay Green. 
Councillors Laing and Duncan have compiled a more specific proposal around the current 
status….but I would stress that Therfield PC has a budget which will cover grass cutting and 
other maintenance issues around Hay Green and I would therefore request that you officially 
sanction us taking a more active (less restricted) role in this. I would also advise that Therfield 
Parish Council has unanimous consensus that we are now at a point where we need to take 
matters into our own hands and start cutting some of the greens!  
 
I would be grateful if you could circulate the contents of this letter to your colleagues and get 
back to me soonest with your collective thoughts on the two issues detailed. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
Andy Osbourne   
Chairman Therfield Parish Council                                        
 
Sent by 

 
Helen Stubbings 
Clerk, on behalf of Therfield Parish Council 


