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Dear Mr King          16th July 2019 
 
 
 
Therfield Greens 
 
The outcome of your meeting with Cllrs Laing and Duncan on 3rd May and a subsequent 
informal meeting with two Conservators on 10th May was reported at the Parish Council 
Meeting on 9th July. 
 
Residents of Hay Green, the wider village and the Parish Council remain dissatisfied with the 
current management of the Therfield Greens and of Hay Green especially. 
 
With regard to Hay Green, to move from a regularly mown to meadow style management of 
Hay Green east, without prior consultation, has imposed a change of use upon its residents 
and the village community as a whole.  Initially, change of management of the majority of the 
Greens was attributed to financial restraints but this no longer seems to apply.  Dialogue with 
the Conservators has proved to be frustratingly difficult over the last eighteen months with 
conflicting information being presented culminating in being informed in May 2019 that Hay 
Green was designated a Wildlife Community Area in 1997 and it is only now that the 
Conservators wish to manage it as such even though there is no legal obligation to do so. 
 
The Parish Council is of the opinion that managing Hay Green as a meadow is inappropriate 
to its setting as it serves as a main pedestrian access to the frontage of residential dwellings 
and all that that entails.  As the largest village Green situated at one of the entrances to the 
village it is a focal point and currently looks a complete mess. 
 
The Parish Council has consistently offered to manage the Greens, to fund extra cuts for 
Hay Green in its attempts to work with/assist the Conservators, and has compromised to the 
creation of a meadow on the section of Hay Green at the entrance to boat 36 (Hoops Lane). 
 



At this stage, the Parish Council believe the Conservators are not fulfilling their obligation to 
maintain this area for the overall benefit of the community and it therefore strongly requests 
that the upkeep of Hay Green east and the areas adjacent to boat 36 revert to being mown 
six times a year as has historically been the case. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Helen Stubbings 
Clerk, on behalf of Therfield Parish Council 
 
 
 
 


